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Colorado, Minnesota, and Vermont to less than 13% in Alabama, Louisiana, and South Carolina. 
That same year, the number of women in statewide elective executive posts was 73 (22.8%).

Representation will increase as more countries reserve seats for women. According to the United 
Nations Development Fund for Women, 32 countries have some kind of female quota for local or 
national assemblies. Beginning in 1994, India reserved a third of all panchayat (local council) seats for 
women, and in Uganda, by law a third of local council seats must go to women. Other countries have 
a quota for candidates. Germany’s Christian Democratic Union (current chancellor Angela Merkel’s 
party) reserved a third of party posts and election candidates for women beginning in 1995. And in 
Belgium, one gender cannot make up more than two-thirds of the candidates for the Chamber of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate.

The effect of quotas is best demonstrated by Rwanda, the first country to have a majority of 
women in its legislature. After the period of Tutsi genocide, Security Council Resolution 1325 encour-
aged women to take part in the postconflict reconstruction, and the 2003 Rwandan Constitution 
included a mandated quota of 30% women in the legislature. After the implementation of the quota in 
2003, 24 women were elected. Although women in Rwanda still face discrimination, women legisla-
tors have worked for reforms in banking and property laws and gender-based violence (Hassim, 2009). 

Worldwide, women’s representation in cabinets was just under 7% in 1996. Nearly 30% of gov-
ernments worldwide had no women members, and many who did limited women’s participation to 
areas such as social services and health. Leading countries include Finland (39%), Norway (35%), and 
the Netherlands and Seychelles (31% each). In 1995, Sweden formed the world’s first gender-balanced 
cabinet: 50% of the ministers were women. In 1997, 4 countries had a woman head of state, 10 had 
women United Nations ambassadors, and 17 had women speakers of parliament.

Figure 9.2  Year in Selected Countries That Women First Won the Right to Vote
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